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Maiden Name: Viola Estelle Gentry, “The Flying Cashier”

Married Name(s): N/A

Date of birth: June 13, 1894

Birthplace: Rockingham County, North Carolina

Date of death: June 23, 1988

Death place: Leemont Cemetery, Virginia

Occupation(s): pilot

License(s): 1822

Known stats:

1. 1928: sets first women’s solo endurance flight record of 8 hours, 6 minutes, and 37 seconds.
2. 1929: teamed up with John W. “Jack™ Ashcraft; they crashed; Jack died; Viola broke nearly every body
in her body. She was hospitalized for two years.
3. 1960-1961: All-Woman’s Transcontinental Air Race
4. 1967: first job in aviation field as a historian of Aviation Archives at the University of Texas.
Award(s):

1.

1954: receives Lady Drummond Hay Air Trophy

Miscellaneous information:

1.

2.

Viola was a “problem child.” In 1910, she ran away to join the circus in Greensboro. She married
George Gee that was later dissolved due to Viola’s age (16). In the same year, she also took her first
plane ride without parental permission. When she landed, she was spanked and sent home. Finally, her
parents sent her to live with family friends in Connecticut in 1912.

Was a cashier at a local store for 50 years
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4.5 x 4.5 color photo of Viola

4.5 x 4.5 color photo of Viola at the Zonta banquet 1972

Polaroid color of Viola wearing pink sweater 1972

4.5 x 4.5 black and white of Viola

4.5 x 6 color of Aero Club — Cliff Ball, Felicity Buranelli, Johnny Evans, Viola Gentry, Teresa James,
and D. Barr Peat

4.5 x 6 black and white of Viola in flight gear

4.5 x 6 black and white of Viola and Charles Parkhurst

4.5 x 6 black and white of Viola in flight gear

4 x 6.5 black and white of Viola wearing coat 1931

. 4 x 7 black and white of Viola and Walter Carr 1939
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

4.5 x 7 black and white of five people — writing on back is unreadable

4.5 x 6.5 black and white of Jack Warren, Mrs. Floyd Bennett, and Viola

4.5 x 6 black and white of OX5 Convention 1970

4.5 x 6 black and white of Viola, Charlie Parkhurst, Paul Clough(?)

5 x 7 black and white of two women and a man

5 x 7 black and white of Viola in flight gear

5 x 6.5 black and white of Viola, Bill Ulbrick, and Carl Schneider 1928

5 x 7 black and white of Viola

5 x 7 black and white pilot’s licenses of Betty Huyler Gillies and Viola Gentry — both signed by Orville
Wright

5 x 7 black and white of Viola’s pilot’s license

6 x 8 black and white of Viola — writing on the front “to the smitties memories of the 7:49! With sincere
admiration, Viola Gentry.”

6 x 8 black and white of Viola in flight gear

6 x 8 black and white of Viola, Clyde Pongborn, and Louise Thaden

6 x 8 black and white of Viola posing next to plane

6 x 8 black and white of Viola in front of OX5 Aviation Pioneers 1972

6 x 8 black and white of a group of people posing in front of OX5 Aviation Hall of Fame
7 x 9 black and white of Viola in flight gear

7.5 x 9.5 black and white of Viola and two men

7.5 x 9.5 black and white of Viola sitting in front of instrument panel

8 x 10 black and white of Viola and Mary Samson 1933

8 x 10 black and white of Viola in flight gear

Torn 8 x 10 black and white of Lester Erickson, Viola, and John Remmert. 1935

8 x 10 black and white of Viola stepping out of plane “Eastern Air Lines Silverliner”

8 x 10 black and white of Viola and Louise Thaden

8 x 10 black and white of Viola wearing flight gear under plane wing



